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Video caption: <p><a href="https://www.tumblr.com/cluelessbees/700656333803880448/willthecleric-molynomials-its-been-5-years" class="tumblr_blog">cluelessbees</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a href="https://willthecleric.tumblr.com/post/700653172638842880/molynomials-its-been-5-years-since-this-btw" class="tumblr_blog">willthecleric</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p><a href="https://molynomials.tumblr.com/post/699285004299157504/its-been-5-years-since-this-btw-just-saying" class="tumblr_blog">molynomials</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p>its been 5 years since this btw,, just saying,,, yeah,,</p></blockquote>


<p>Now THIS is how a romantic monologue is done. </p><p>Even though others are in the room, the focus is on Mike and Will. It’s like no one else is there, just them. Mike tearfully relates meeting Will and tells him that approaching him was ‘the best thing I’ve ever done’. He’s truly vulnerable, he’s laying his heart bare. We can see the effect it has on Will. Everyone helped Will in the shed, but it was Mike who truly broke through to Will. It’s the true love defeating evil trope (the same trope Mileven failed at in S4). And someone pointed out that the hand Will used to communicate with was the hand that Mike held earlier.</p></blockquote>


<p>!!!! Yes to all of this !!!!</p><p>I just wanted to add that it’s also evident throughout the season that Mike cares a lot for Will. So when he says these words in the shed, it’s obvious he means it. You don’t need flashbacks or anything because the entire season is playing in your mind when you hear Mike’s words. You know he means it.</p><p>But you don’t get that with Mike’s monologue to El. And even tho you can see we’ve seen him care for her in earlier seasons— the creators can’t guarantee/assume you remember those moments. They don’t know whether you’ve rewatched anything since it came out so they would probably need to do a flashback sequence (similar to the one they did with Max). So all this to say—- milkvan is bones and byler is endgame— </p></blockquote>
<p>This is still my favorite moment in the show. Not just my favorite Byler moment. My favorite moment, period.</p><p>They were careful in how they made this scene. The minimal lighting means we see only Mike and Will. We’re able to focus clearly on every little detail in their expressions. We can see Mike trying not to break down. We can see Will slowly starting to break through, going from expressionless to crying.</p><p>There is no soundtrack. There are no other voices or ambient noises. We can hear Mike’s breath catching as he tries to keep himself together. We can hear Will’s breathy whimpering at the end.</p><p>This is the moment that Will realized he is in love with Mike. He may have had an inkling before, but this is where it hit home. Mike himself may not have realized the romantic implications of what he said, but Will did. Still, Mike knew well enough in season 4, which is why he tried to do the same thing to save El. Unfortunately, it wasn’t anywhere close to being genuine like it was with Will. </p>
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<p>Ok, that’s just about, and I say this with love, the gayest thing I’ve ever seen.</p></blockquote>
<p>Now I can’t think about the fact that 5 minutes after this, he, once again, looks sad because Mike ignores him</p></blockquote>
<p>This and the confusion on his face from the clip from the older clip make it seem like he expected a better reunion. Either he’s delusional and built it up in his own mind despite he and Mike drifting apart, or Mike went through some sort of sudden change shortly before the visit.</p><p>Given that El apparently tells Mike that she thinks Will has a crush, I’m going with the latter.</p>
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<p>Ok, that’s just about, and I say this with love, the gayest thing I’ve ever seen.</p>
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Video caption: <p><a href="https://never-tell.tumblr.com/post/667423090808094720/i-apologise-if-someone-has-mentioned-this-before" class="tumblr_blog">never-tell</a>:</p><blockquote><p>I apologise if someone has mentioned this before, I just really wanted to talk about it. For the past 2 days I’ve been deep-dive rewatching every ST episode focusing on the soundtrack cause yeah- I do that- </p><p>And when I got to Mike’s scene, destroying Eleven’s tent, I realised the parallel between this scene and Will’s scene destroying Castle Byers hits really different. First thing I noticed was how they were both doing the same thing, both destroying a small sort of<i> home, </i>because of how mad they were at someone that said tent/castle reminded them of, in different ways. </p><p>Eleven had disappeared after Mike and Lucas’ fight about how she had never been helping them find <i>Will </i>in the first place. Being separated from Lucas and after seeing how she didn’t come back, Mike raged and destroyed her tent.</p><p>Meanwhile, 

right after mocking him with Lucas for wanting to play D&amp;D with them, Mike had broke down Will after he complained how while forgetting about him and the rest of the party, all Mike did was make out with <i>Eleven</i>, without even directly calling her out. Being fought with both Lucas and Mike, (Mike specially) he thinks he’s been so stupid that he also just rages and destroys Castle Byers.</p><p>(As I write this I just realised <b>Lucas</b> has a relation to both scenes, the same way in Mike and Lucas’ fight about Eleven, <b>Will </b>is mentioned, and in Mike and Will’s fight, <b>Eleven</b> is mentioned)</p><p>But I noticed it’s not just that, but the track in Will’s scene is a modified version of the track in Mike’s scene.</p><p>

You can see it for yourself in the video above, and if you feel like listening to just the tracks:<br/></p><p>Mike’s is <b>Tribulations</b></p><p>Will’s is <b>Destroying the Castle</b></p><p>You would think a more similar track to “<b>Castle Byers</b>” or something would be their choice, but instead it’s a version of the track they used for Mike’s scene.</p><p>FYI<b> Tribulation</b> means a cause of strong suffering.</p><p>The difference is <b>Tribulations </b>stays pretty much the same throught the whole track, it grows a bit louder but it’s always the same notes, the same instrumental.</p><p>On the other hand <b>Destroying the Castle</b>, also grows louder, but you can hear how the tone is deeper, when he starts breaking the pictures and taking the bat to break down the castle, you can hear this sound, that isn’t in the other track, and right after that there’s this deep beat in the background, (you can hear it more clearly listening to the track on its own) which is only in this track too, could be a way to hint one scene is much more affected</p><p>I talked about a similar topic <a href="https://never-tell.tumblr.com/post/666799997773365248/will-lucas-x-mike-eleven-parallel"><b>here</b></a> referring to how the atmosphere is a really important thing in cinema. Mike’s scene is more lighted, the colors are warm and ironically, it’s a nice day outside, in the meantime, Will’s scene has that cold color palette, it’s dark and shaky and evidently, it’s storming. You can hear Mike’s sobbing and grunting as he kicks the tent, while you can hear Will screaming into the forest everytime he beats the castle, and the sound of the wood just tearing apart on every hit, both in an echo and faded under the rain and the music, while Mike’s voice and the hits against the tent are not faded or echoed under the music but on the same level. If I’m making any sense. The depth between this two scenes is purposefully different. Mike is angry, Will is <i>broken.</i></p><p>Just thought it was a good parallel that’s also big contrast. Hope all of that made any sense.</p></blockquote>
<p>It’s definitely intentional. If I had to guess, it’s because Mike and Will were both reacting out of a feeling that they lost something dear to them. </p><p>With El having run off, Mike felt that hope of finding Will was gone. El, and thus the fort, represented Mike’s hope. This lost hope is why he was so willing to jump off the cliff to save Dustin. (Yeah, we sometimes forget that Mike was so full of despair that he jumped off a cliff.”) Mike tore down the fort believing that his hope, his Will (hidden meaning to the name?), was gone. This doesn’t mean he didn’t want to find El for her own sake, but it still marked the return of his hope when he did.</p><p>After everything Mike had done that summer, then their fight, Will thought that Mike outgrew him. Mike was his security, his means of feeling good about himself. Mike made him feel good about himself, made him feel wanted, and Castle Byers was full of reminders of their past (note how he hears Mike narrating a campaign as he looks around before starting the destruction). He tore down Castle Byers believing that this part of his life was over. We never got to definitively say that he got this back like Mike did his hope, but their final conversation in season 3 did hint at it.</p><p>What a crazy ride this will be.</p>
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